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Soon after the fall of Mexico City, New Spain historians, whether European,
Mestizo, or Indian, met a double challenge: to historicize Indian memories
and Indian pasts and to synchronize local times and memories with
Christian-European time and history. New Spain historians created a new
writing of history that systematically focused upon the transition from non
western to western(ized) societies, anticipating the histories that would be
written on British India and Meiji Japan from the nineteenth century onward.
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