
THE CENTRE FOR REFORMATION AND RENAISSANCE STUDIES 
IS PLEASED TO PRESENT ITS 

 2012 DISTINGUISHED VISITING SCHOLAR 

John T. Paoletti 
Kenan Professor of the Humanities, Emeritus and 

Professor of Art History, Emeritus, Wesleyan University 
 

TUESDAY 28 FEBRUARY 2012, 4 PM 
“Michelangelo’s David: Nakedness as a Civic Metaphor” 

 

    With a statue as well known as Michelangelo’s David, its meaning becomes 
clouded in interpretations that see it as a work of art rather than as a statement 
in stone having to do with its place in its own contemporary culture. This talk 
asks questions such as: By simply looking at the statue, how do we know that it 
is David? Is Michelangelo really the creator of the statue? Where in early six-
teenth-century Florence would one have expected to see naked men? Does its 
original placement before the Palazzo della Signoria - rather than at the  
Cathedral for which it was commissioned - tell us anything about its meaning? 
Does its nakedness - divorced from any overlay of aestheticized descriptions of 
nudity - have meaning for the statue? In other words, what happens if we  

remove Michelangelo’s name - and all of the historical baggage that that name 
carries - from our discussion of the statue? 
 

THURSDAY 1 MARCH 2012, 4 PM 
“‘Learn my language’: Medici Artistic Patronage  

during the Fifteenth Century” 
 

    Patronage studies for artistic commissions in fifteenth-century Florence 
have tended to concentrate on individual works, their meanings, and their accu-
mulation by individuals over time. If the commissions of three generations of 
the Medici family are considered not as a single feat of accumulation, but as a 
series of commissions that have distinct aggregate parts - each of which carries 
its own meaning - then we can see strategies behind very disparate commissions 
that delineate subtle, and many times mutually exclusive, meanings of public 

address. Such a consideration requires us to devise new modes of interpretation, 
or as Cosimo de’ Medici instructed a contemporary, to “learn my language.” 
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