
THE CENTRE FOR REFORMATION AND RENAISSANCE STUDIES 
IS PLEASED TO PRESENT 

 THE 2011 DISTINGUISHED VISITING SCHOLAR 

John J. Martin 
Professor, History; Research Professor, Italian 

Duke University 

 

TUESDAY 15 FEBRUARY 2011, 4 PM 
“Marranos and Nicodemites in Sixteenth-Century Venice” 

 

    Although Counter-Reformation Venice was remarkably 
open to Jews and Protestants, the Republic’s Holy Office 
was especially concerned with Marranos and Nicodemites, 
whose religious identities were ambiguous and difficult to 
categorize. This presentation explores some of these cases 
and what they suggest about changing notions of identity 
in the confessional age. 

 
THURSDAY 17 FEBRUARY 2011, 4PM 

“The Confessions of Michel de Montaigne” 
 

    Michel de Montaigne was reluctant to repent (judging it 
of little use), but we may still read his Essays as a kind of 
confession. By focusing on Montaigne’s associations with his 
books, friends, wife, and lovers, this lecture argues that he 
compartmentalized his moral experiences and fashioned a 
particular ideal of sincerity—resisting the most intransigent 
demands of both Catholic and Protestant teachings. 

LECTURES ARE HELD IN 
ALUMNI HALL, OLD VICTORIA COLLEGE, IN THE UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO 

91 CHARLES ST. WEST 

The Centre for Reformation and Renaissance Studies 
Victoria College in the University of Toronto 

Tel: 416-585-4484  Fax: 416-585-4430  crrs.vic@utoronto.ca  www.crrs.ca 
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