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Letter from the 
Director

Ethan Matt Kavaler, Director
Ethan Matt Kavaler has been the director of the CRRS 
since 2015 and has previously served as Interim and 
Acting Director of the Centre. He is professor of 
art history, specializing in the art and architecture 
of northern Europe during the late medieval and 
early modern periods. He has published extensively 
on Pieter Bruegel and Netherlandish secular 
imagery, late Gothic architecture, and on notions 
of embodiment, performance and ornament. He is 
now writing a book on Netherlandish sculpture of 
the sixteenth century. 

The fall of 2018 was another good season for the Centre for Reformation and Renaissance 
Studies. We welcomed David Quint, a long-time friend of the CRRS, as our Erasmus 
Speaker. Professor Quint lectured on “America and Reform in Renaissance Italy,” a foray 
into the global Renaissance that discussed the troubled and complicated incorporation 
of the New World and its inhabitants within the ideational and institutional structures 
of Christian Italy.

Our Friday Workshops featured Professor Misha Teramura of the U of T English 
Department, who spoke on the importance of collaboratively produced manuscripts in 
consideration of early modern English drama. A couple of weeks later, we were joined by 
Professor Una D’Elia from the Art History Department at Queen’s University, who talked 
about the materiality of Renaissance sculpture—the critical importance of polychromy 
for the reception of religious statues.

Our graduate students and undergraduates continue to have a strong and important 
presence at the CRRS.  The Association of Renaissance Students (ARS) will mount the 
fourth undergraduate conference on Renaissance Studies on March 15, 2019. And our 
graduate students have continued the Early Modern Interdisciplinary Graduate Forum 
(EMIGF), organized this year by Jordana Lobo-Pires.

Our spring term will be very busy. In 2019 the Renaissance Society of America will 
hold their annual conference in Toronto (March 17-19), and the CRRS will sponsor a 
number of activities. Special thanks go to Professor Nicholas Terpstra for organizing the 
collaboration with the University of Toronto.

Before the RSA comes to town, the CRRS will hold its annual international conference: 
Early Modern Songscapes, organized by Katherine Larson, Chair of the English 
Department at UTSC. This conference will focus on English songs within the context of 
songs and chansons in early modern Europe.

Our Distinguished Visiting Scholar in 2019 (March 20-22) will be Anne Goldgar from 
King’s College, London. She will present a pair of lectures on travel literature in the early 
modern period, sandwiching a seminar on a related topic for interested graduate students 
and faculty.

In late March and April we will welcome our RSA-Kress scholar, Dr. Isabelle Lecocq 
from the Royal Institute for Cultural Heritage in Brussels. On March 31 Dr. Lecocq and 
Professor Ellen Konowitz from SUNY New Paltz will present papers on Renaissance 
stained glass as a special Friday Workshop.

Later, on April 26-27 the CRRS will hold an international colloquium on funerary 
monuments and written epitaphs of the powerful and famous: Rulers on Display:  Tombs 
and Epitaphs of Prince and the Well-Born in Northern Europe 1470-1670. The colloquium 
will address the ways the European elite defined themselves and manifested their 
authority through public monuments, crafted and published. This will also be the first 
collaboration between the CRRS and the University of Bonn, Germany.

And finally from May 10-11, 2019, the CRRS will host the Fourteenth Canada Milton 
Seminar, organized by Paul Stevens of the English Department.

I wish you all an enjoyable holiday and look forward to greeting you again in the new 
year.

Ethan Matt Kavaler
Director
Centre for Reformation and Renaissance Studies 



People at the crrs
CRRS Administration

Dr. Natalie Oeltjen, Assistant to the 
Director
Dr. Natalie Oeltjen received her PhD in 
2012 from the Centre for Medieval Studies, 
specializing in the Jews and conversos 
of Spain and the Mediterranean, 1300-
1600.  Her dissertation focused on the 
institutional and economic determinants of 
communal identity among the conversos of 

Majorca, 1391-1416. Natalie joined the CRRS in August 2013 after a 
postdoctoral fellowship at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 

Noam Tzvi Lior, Finance and 
Publications Coordinator
Noam is a PhD candidate at the Centre for 
Drama, Theatre and Performance Studies. 
His dissertation, “Shakespeare at Play: 
Editing the Multimedia e-book,” explores 
the challenges and opportunities that digital 
editions (especially multimedia editions) 
offer to editing theory, bibliography, and 

drama/theatre theory. He is also is a director and dramaturge who has 
worked on a variety of early modern productions, including the The 
Dutch Courtesan which will be performed in conjunction with the 
RSA meeting in March 2019. Noam is the co-developer of Shakespeare 
at Play, a company which creates e-book editions of Shakespeare’s 
plays with embedded video performances. For Shakespeare at Play, 
he has co-directed, dramaturged, edited, and annotated Romeo and 
Juliet, Macbeth, Hamlet, and A Midsummer Night’s Dream.

Noam moved into the position of Publications and Finance 
Coordinator in April 2018 after over five years as a Graduate Fellow 
at CRRS, following Alison Grossman who left CRRS for a position in 
the Dean’s Office at OISE. Noam continues Alison’s dedicated project 
of improving and updating many CRRS administrative processes, 
bringing them into the 21st century.

Graduate fellows
Christine Emery
Christine is in her final year as a Master’s 
student at the Faculty of Information, 
specializing in library and information 
science. She is especially interested in 
information seeking behaviour, specifically 
with regards to reader’s advisory.  Christine 
has worked for three years at the CRRS as the 
Publications Assistant. You can often hear 

her wrestling with a box of bubble wrap at the back of the Centre 
while trying to quietly package books.

Joel Faber
Joel joins the CRRS as its new Webmaster. 
He is a PhD Candidate in the Department of 
English. His research focuses on the rhetoric 
and representation of female friendship in 
early modern English literature, and unpacks 
the way that Renaissance Englishwomen 
employ creative uses of memory and 
imagination to claim the highest forms of 
friendship. As webmaster, Joel oversees web 

content on crrs.ca and helps coordinate the Centre’s online toolbox.

Jordana Lobo-Pires
Jordana Lobo-Pires is a PhD candidate in the 
Department of English and Robson Graduate 
Fellow at the CRRS. Her research focuses 
on classical legal argument in Shakespeare, 
Jonson, Spenser and Milton, and examines 
the way these authors explore the political 
and social assumptions of this classical form 
that they inherited. At the CRRS, Jordana 
runs the Early Modern Interdisciplinary 

Graduate Forum and facilitates dissertation writing groups for 
doctoral candidates with generous support of the Milestones and 
Pathways Program. She also works at the Centre for Graduate 
Academic Communication as a writing consultant and instructor. 

Ethan Matt Kavaler
Director
Centre for Reformation and Renaissance Studies 

Dustin Meyer
Dustin is a PhD student in the English 
department and the collaborative Book 
History and Print Culture program. His 
research explores questions of classical 
reception in early modern English drama, 
historical language pedagogy, and the early 
English book trade. Dustin joins the CRRS 
as the Rare Books Graduate Fellow, where 
he assists patrons and students working with 

the Centre’s rare book collection.



Julia Rombough
Julia Rombough is a PhD Candidate in 
the Department of History and Robson 
Graduate Fellow at the CRRS. Her 
research focuses on themes of gender, 
bodily histories, sensory experience, and  
medical/environmental cultures of the 
early modern world. Her SSHRC funded 
dissertation examines soundscapes in 

early modern Florence and reveals how developing sonic models had 
a profound impact on female experience, urban health practices, and 
social experience. 

Éric Pecile
Éric joins the CRRS for as the Promotions 
Graduate Fellow. He is a third-year 
PhD candidate from the U of T History 
Department exploring the relationship 
between aristocratic wealth and charitable 
institutions in sixteenth century Florence 
and Bologna. Looking at triangular wealth 
transfers from aristocratic backed or 
managed urban food provisioning plans, to 

charities and then to the public, his dissertation analyzes the cyclical 
nature of economic inequality under early Italian capitalism. A long 
time U of T student, he holds his Honors Bachelor of Arts with a 
Specialist in History, and his Masters of Arts in History from the 
university as well. Éric’s design background comes from his digital 
history work with the Digitally Encoded Census and Information 
Mapping Archive project (DECIMA) where he is responsible 
for designing a 3D city of Florence that complies with historical 
axonometric data.

Lindsay C. Sidders
Lindsay is a PhD candidate in the Department 
of History and Robson Graduate  Fellow 
at the CRRS. Her research examines the 
construction and composite parts of 
early criollo (creole, settler) subjectivity 
in New Spain through the theoretical lens 
of transculturation, a methodological 
innovation of the Cuban anthropologist 
Fernando Ortiz. Her work utilizes the early 

seventeenth-century pastoral and ethnographic writings of Alonso 
de la Mota y Escobar, creole Bishop of both Guadalajara (1597-1607) 
and Tlaxcala-Puebla (1609-1625). Lindsay is a student representative 
on the CRRS Executive Committee and frequently assists with the 
administration of the CRRS library collection. Lindsay also writes 
poetry.

Taylor Tryburski
Taylor works as the Digitization Assitant 
and loves all things rare books. She also 
brings you the rare book social media posts. 
She is a Master’s student in the Faculty of 
Information and the collaborative Book 
History and Print Culture program. Her 
academic interests include rare books and 
their preservation, and the Middle Ages 
and its representation in popular culture. 

Taylor completed her Honours BA at Wilfrid Laurier University with 
a double major in Classics and Medieval Studies. She continues to 
work for Dr. Chris Nighman on the CLIO Project, a digital humanities 
project aiming to provide Open Access to John Chrysostom’s 88 
homilies.

Rachel F. Stapleton
Rachel  is a doctoral candidate in the 
Department of Comparative Literature. 
Her research focuses on the intersections 
between autobiography and life writing, 
rhetorical strategies, and letter writing. She 
joins our early modern community, but 
also resists the divide with her premodern 
interests and research. Her dissertation, 
“Autobiographical Strategies of Petition in 

Early Modern English and Spanish Women’s Letters,” examines how 
the telling of lived experience becomes a powerful rhetorical—and 
specifically petitionary—strategy for women in the period. Rachel is 
currently the Conference Assistant for the upcoming Early Modern 
Songscapes Conference and will return as the Mulcaster Graduate 
Fellow in Undergraduate Student Outreach in January 2019. 

Alistair Watkins
Alistair Watkins is a PhD student in Art 
History. His area of interest is Northern 
Renaissance Art 1400-1700,  and his 
specialization is 16th century Netherlandish 
painting and sculpture. He is exploring the 
ways in which 16th century Netherlandish 
(pictorial) inversion has contributed to the 
rise of pedestrian majesty (i.e. the positive 
re-evaluation of the genre scene) and is 

particularly interested in the work of Pieter Aertsen. Alistair is a 
new Robson Graduate Fellow at the Centre and works under the 
supervision of its director Matt Kavaler.

Brittany Yuen
Brittany is a Master’s student in the 
Department of French who is looking to 
explore the syntax of Middle French in 
her research. Her other academic interests 
involve a diachronic examination of French 
and Latin, focusing particularly on later 
usage of the latter as a written language with 
no corresponding vernacular form. When 
not studying dead languages, Brittany 

enjoys doing graphic design work and enthusing over typography.



Undergraduate 
fellows

Aidan Flynn
Aidan Flynn is a CRRS Corbet 
Undergraduate Fellow in Rare Books 
since 2016. Aidan is in his final year at 
Victoria College, completing a double 
major in the History of Art and 
Renaissance Studies, with a minor in 
English. Aidan is interested in social 
phenomena as functions of space 

and design in the early modern city, particularly as they relate 
to queer identity performance, surveillance, and suppression 
across the urban landscape. As the CRRS Administrative & 
Events Assistant, Aidan has demonstrated his natural aptitude 
for event planning and promotion of academic colloquia 
and student initiatives. Looking forward, he plans to pursue 
graduate studies in art and architectural history. We know 
him to be a lover of the arts and especially suited to his role as 
the Academic Coordinator of the Association of Renaissance 
Students at the University of Toronto. In his executive capacity, 
and in conjunction with his role as a Corbet Fellow, Aidan is 
currently spearheading new initiatives to bring undergraduates 
together with scholars and graduate students of the Centre.

Dana Lew 
Dana is a fourth-year student at 
Victoria College, completing a 
specialist in English as well as a 
French minor. He plans to pursue 
graduate studies next year with an 
interest in the Victorian novel, most 
specifically the works of George Eliot 
and Thomas Hardy. Dana has familial 

ties with the Centre, as his grandfather, David Hoeniger, a 
former professor at Victoria College, was one of its founders. 
Dana is excited to be one of the newest members at CRRS and 
is currently contributing to the Centre’s presence on Facebook 
and on other social media platforms.

Madeleine Sheahan
Madeleine is an upper year Trinity 
College student at the University 
of Toronto, completing a specialist 
is Renaissance Studies and a minor 
in Italian Literature. In future, 
Madeleine plans to pursue graduate 
studies in early modern media and 
sexuality studies, with a focus on how 

classical, medieval and renaissance medicine have informed 
the construction queer performance and gender identity. As 
Vice-President of the Association of Renaissance Students, in 
conjunction with her position as Corbet Fellow, Madeleine is 
also currently spearheading a number of engaging initiatives 
for undergraduate students at the University of Toronto.

Achievements and 
congratulations

David Adkins
David defended his dissertation in October of 2017 and graduated in June 
2018. His thesis was on the reception of Virgil in sixteenth and seventeeth 
century scholarship and poetry. Currently, he is enjoying the landscape of 
Georgia teaching at Toccoa Falls College as an Assistant Professor of English, 
but looks forward to returning to Toronto and CRRS in May to give a paper 
on Milton and Homer at the Canada Milton Seminar.

Samantha Chang
Samantha Chang has been a Robson Graduate Fellow and is currently a 
Visiting Research Student in the Department of Music at the University 
of Sheffield under the supervision of Dr. Tim Shephard. During her time 
abroad, Samantha continues to work with the RSA as a consultant for the 
upcoming Annual Meeting (Toronto, 17–19 March 2019) where she will be 
presenting a chapter of her dissertation “Listening to Painting, Seeing Music: 
Intersensorial and Synaesthetic Approaches to Music and Visual Culture 
in the Early Modern Period” at the international conference “Music and 
Visual Culture in Renaissance Italy” (Sheffield, 13–15 June 2019). Although 
temporarily on leave from CRRS while abroad, she remains involved on the 
conference planning front.

Anita Siraki
Anita is a multilingual graduate of the Faculty of Information at the University 
of Toronto with a Master’s Degree in Library and Information Sciences as 
well as a concentration in Book History & Print Culture. She is particularly 
interested in the preservation and conservation of rare books and materials 
and completed a Rare Book Practicum at the Centre for Reformation and 
Renaissance Studies specializing in French manuscripts from the 16th and 
17th centuries. She also served as the Centre’s Webmaster for two years and 
re-designed several aspects of the website, completed digitization projects, 
assisted with promoting conferences and events, and relished the chance to 
provide troubleshooting assistance.

Elisa Tersigni
For the past two years, Elisa was the Rare Book Fellow at the CRRS while she 
completed her PhD in English and Book History & Print Culture. This fall, 
she graduated from that program and moved to Washington, DC, where she 
is the Digital Research Fellow for the Before ‘Farm to Table’: Early Modern 
Foodways and Cultures project, a Mellon-funded initiative at the Folger 
Shakespeare Library.

Tatiana Thoennes
Tatiana, a previous J.M. Richard Corbet Undergraduate Research Fellow, 
graduated with High Distinction having completed a specialist in Art 
History and a major in Renaissance Studies. She is currently completing her 
Master’s in Art History at the University of Toronto. She is the recipient of 
a Master’s Canadian Graduate Scholarship and is working as an Iter Fellow.

Leslie Wexler
Leslie is on leave from the CRRS as the Promotions Graduate Fellow 
while she attends to family matters. Meanwhile, writing her dissertation 
in the Department of English, she continues to satisfy the “curious itch” as 
Augustine would have it, of fleas, bed bugs and all manner of early modern 
critters found within the literature of the period.



The Centre for

interdisciplinary
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crrs.ca/songscapes

Reformation &
Renaissance Studies
Presents:

an international & 

Conference

Victoria College
University of  Toronto

 
This year’s annual conference brings together scholars and students of literature, music, theatre, and digital humanities interested in 
“intermedia” approaches to sixteenth- and seventeenth-century English song and its performance—that is, methodologies that foreground 
points of connection among music, lyric, and performance, and their presentations and transformations across different media. The two-
day gathering will explore new ways of conceiving of song’s media and performance history in England and the European continent; 
discuss new formats and methodologies for curating song; reflect upon book history and media studies as they pertain to song; and 
consider the role of the digital humanities in scholarship on early modern song. 

Keynote speakers include Patricia Fumerton (Professor of English at the University of California, Santa Barbara), Whitney Trettien 
(Assistant Professor of English at the University of Pennsylvania), and Amanda Eubanks Winkler (Associate Professor of Music History 
and Cultures at Syracuse University). Digital media and performance-as-research presentations will complement traditional paper 
sessions. The event will conclude with a public recital and talkback session featuring music from Henry Lawes’s 1653 Ayres and Dialogues 
performed by Rebecca Claborn (mezzo-soprano), Lawrence Wiliford (tenor), and Lucas Harris (lute). 

The symposium also coincides with the launch of the beta version of the Early Modern Songscapes platform. Co-developed by the 
University of Toronto Scarborough Library’s Digital Scholarship Unit and the University of Maryland Institute for Technology in the 
Humanities, this is a digital resource that aims to provide insight into song’s versatility in diverse textual and performance contexts,  
produce the Text Encoding Initiative (TEI) and Music Encoding Initiative (MEI) editions of a selected corpus of early modern songs, 
together with audio and video recordings of those songs in performance, animate the acoustic and visual facets of early modern English 
song culture, and to generate an interdisciplinary and collaborative hub for work on sixteenth- and seventeenth-century English songs.

The event includes an introductory pre-conference workshop on February 7 that will focus on TEI, MEI, and related digital tools, to be 
co-facilitated by Scott Trudell (University of Maryland) and Raffaele Viglianti (Maryland Institute for Technology in the Humanities).

Early Modern Songscapes

http://crrs.ca/songscapes


Marvin Anderson (PhD, University of St. Michael’s College, 
Toronto School of Theology)
“Exile, Expulsion, and Religious Refugees in the Early Modern 
Era”

William Barker (PhD, University of Toronto)
“A Short Biography of Erasmus”

Meredith Beales (PhD, Washington University in St. Louis)
“British Antiquity on the Shakespearean Stage”

Marie Alice Belle (PhD, Université Paris 3-Sorbonne Nouvelle)
“Stuart and Commonwealth Translated Books in the Thomas 
Fisher and CRRS Rare Book Collections: A Study of Paratextual 
Features”

Tom Bishop (PhD, Yale University)
“Shakespearean Profanations”

Kenneth Borris (PhD, University of Edinburgh)
“Spenser and Literary Plationism in Early Modern Europe”

Kevin Bovier (Ph.D. candidate, University of Geneva)
“Commenter les Histoires et les Annales de Tacite à la 
Renaissance: de Philippe Béroalde le Jeune à Giovanni Ferrerio 
(ca 1515-1570)” 

Trevor Cook (PhD, University of Toronto)
“The Boundaries of Ownership: Proprietary Authorship before 
Copyright”

Peter Hughes (D.Min, Meadville/Lombard Theological School)
“De Trinitatis Erroribus and Christianismi Restitutio”

Rosalind Kerr (PhD, Centre for Drama, Theatre and Performance 
Studies, University of Toronto)
“The Fake Husband, the first English translation of Flaminio 
Scala’s Il finto marito (1618)”

Ellen Konowitz (PhD, New York University)
“Intermediality: Stained Glass and its Sister Arts in the Sixteenth-
Century Netherlands”

David Lawrence (PhD, University of Toronto)
“England’s Merchant Soldiers: Civic Militarism and Military 
Performance in the Early Stuart Period”

Isabelle Jeanne Lecocq (PhD, Université de Namus)
“The Luminous Frame: Stained Glass and Ornament in the 
Netherlandish Renaissance”

Marsha Libina (PhD, Johns Hopkins University)
“The Artist as Visionary and the Authority of Pictorial Invention”

crrs fellows
Emiro Martinez-Osorio (PhD, University of Texas at Austin)
“Unveiling the Lyric in Juan de Castellanos’ Heroic Poetry”

Vanessa McCarthy (Ph.D., University of Toronto)
“Masculine Honour and Prostitution in Early Modern Bologna”

Joshua McEvilla (PhD, University of Birmingham)
“Lost Versions: Digital and Traditional Approaches to John 
Cotgrave’s The English Treasury of Wit and Language”

Myron McShane (PhD, New York University)
“Reframing Worlds: Translating Travel Literature and Early 
Modern Print Culture”

Joanna Miles (PhD, University of Poznan)
 “The Fortunes of Sin: The Seven Deadly Sins and Affect in Late 
Medieval and Early Modern Protestant England” 

Tatevik Nersisyan (PhD Candidate, Queen’s University)  
“Discursive Readings of Early Modern Prose Fiction”

Sarah Prodan (Ph.D., University of Toronto)
“Poetry and Piety in Early Modern Italy”

Richard Raiswell (PhD, University of Toronto)
 “The Devil in Nature in Early Modern Europe”

Dylan Reid (M.Litt, Oxford University; University of Toronto)
“Urban Culture in Sixteenth-Century Rouen”

Masoumeh Soleymani (PhD, Shahid Beheshti University)
“Ficino, Avicenna, and the Reception of Islamic Theories on 
Prophecy in the Renaissance Italy”

Marcello Sabbatino (PhD Candidate, University of Pisa, 
University of Florence & University of Siena)
“Ruins of marriage in Pirandello’s ‘Novelle per un anno’”

Rolf Strom-Olsen (PhD, Northwestern University)
“Narrative and Ritual Discourses of Power in Late Medieval 
Burgundy”

Joan Tello Brugal (PhD, University of Barcelona)
“Joan Lluís Vives, Ad sapientiam introductio. Critical edition, 
commentary and introductory study” 

Deanne Williams (PhD, Stanford University)
“Early Modern Girl Culture”

Mattia Zangari (PhD, Scuola Normale Superiore di Pisa)
“Le biografie di Eleonora Ramirez de Montalvo (1602-1659)”



rsa toronto 2019

The annual meeting of the Renaissance Society of America will be 
held in Toronto this year and the CRRS is proud to be one of the 
conference sponsors! This will be the first time the RSA has been 
hosted in Toronto since 2003. The conference will be held from 
March 17 through March 19 2019 and hosted out of the University of 
Toronto and the Sheraton Centre Toronto Hotel. Follow the CRRS on 
social media and stay tuned for information on the conference via the 
hashtag #RenSA19! For more on the conference, please visit the RSA 
website.

 

Sex, Gender, and Sexuality in Renaissance Italy
Organizers and Chairs: Nicholas Terpstra & Jacqueline Murray

Session 1:  Gender, Power, and Violence
Sexual Violence in the Sienese State Before and After the Fall of 
the Republic
Elena Brizio

Aesthetics, Dress, and Militant Masculinity in Castiglione’s 
Courtier
Gerry Milligan

The Lord Who Rejected Love or the Griselda Story (X, 10) 
Reconsidered Yet Again
Guido Ruggiero

Session 2. Gender, Desire, and Art
The Sausage Wars: Or How Sausage and Carne Battled for 
Prestige in Renaissance Literature
Laura Giannetti

Giovan Battista della Porta’s Erotomanic Art of Recollection 
Sergius Kodera

Gianantonio Bazzi, Called “il Sodoma”: Homosexuality in Art, 
Life, and History
James M. Saslow

Digital Day of Learning
Organized by members of the Digital and Multimedia Committee of 
the RSA, the Digital Day of Learning features a varied menu of sessions 
involving hands-on, participatory work with digital tools and resources. 
Working under the direction of scholars, librarians, and IT specialists, 
participants will have a chance to see how their own research and 
teaching might benefit from digital concepts and tools, and how to 
develop digital literacies that will help us all understand the new tools of 
the trade. For details visit https://rsaddl.hcommons.org

Between Word and Image:
Organizer: Noa Yaari (York University)
Chair: Natalie Oeltjen (University of Toronto - CRRS)
Discussants
 Lia Markey
 Bronwen Wilson
 Ann Rosalind Jones 
 Eileen Reeves
 Douglas Biow
 Noa Yaari

Teaching Early Modern Women Writers Today
Chair: Liza Blake
Discussants
 Michelle Dowd
 Marshelle Woodward
 Liza Blake
 Anna Klosowska
 Simone Chess

ROUNDTABLES SESSIONS

Among the many local events surrounding the RSA, CRRS’ own 
Noam Lior will be directing a production of John Marston’s The 
Dutch Courtesan as part of Strangers and Aliens in London and 
Toronto: Sex, Religion, and Xenophobia in Marston’s The Dutch 
Courtesan; the event includes performances, workshops, and a 
symposium, and runs from March 19-24. In addition, St. Michael’s 
Schola Cantorum and Consort willl be performing a Music for 
voices and instruments by Thomas Tomkins (1572-1656) and other 
composers of the English Renaissance on Sunday, March 17at 8pm. 

https://rsaddl.hcommons.org


Rare book Acqusitions 

Henry Isaacson, Saturni Ephemerides Sive Tabula Historico-Chronologica 
London: B[ernard] A[lsop] and T[homas] F[awcet] for Henry Seile and Humphrey Robinson, 1633
Donated by Professor Peter Blaney, Fall 2018

The Saturni Ephemerides Sive Tabula Historico-Chronologica “Saturn’s Diary or a Historico-Chronological Table” 
is an ambitious attempt at a chronology of world history focused through key events and figures. The six pages 
of “authorities” Isaacson references range from Ovid and Boccaccio to Bede and Holinshed. The first section 
offers an abridged history of the “Four Monarchies” (Assyria, Persia, Greece, and Rome) before moving to the 
chronology table which comprises most of the book. Isaacson begins this section with the biblical patriarchs and 
proceeds through to the time of the book’s composition with various European locations each receiving their own 
columns. Alongside each year Isaacson also includes noteworthy events such as the founding of cities, universities, 
and the births and deaths of famous figures such as Sir Philip Sidney and John Harington with notes about their 
accomplishments. Appended to the work is a Christian history of Britain that lists the successions of bishops and 
archbishops. At the end of the book is an index which organizes the “famous men” that Isaacson includes into 
categories such as poets, musicians, philosophers, mathematicians, painters, grammarians, and others. 
 
[BOOK OF HOURS - DUTCH] Die poorte oft dore des eewighen levens, inhoudende seer schoone oeffeninghen 
vanden leven ende lijden ons Heeren Jesu Christi, ghedeelt op elcke[n] dach vander weken met uren ende tijden
 Louvain: Anthonis Maria Bergaigne, 1551
[Call number ND3363 .A1 P6 1551]

This extremely rare first and only edition is the third copy located of a Dutch book of hours. It contains meditations 
on the canonical hours of the day. Monday morning starts with a meditation on Creation, and the work finishes 
on Sunday night, contemplating Jesus’ death. This books has 42 beautiful miniatures in the text, all coloured by a 
contemporary hand.

[BIBLE] La Saincte Bible : nouuellement translatée de Latin en Francois, selon l’edition Latine, dernierement imprimée 
à Louuain : reueuë, corrigée, & approuuée par gens sçauants, à ce deputez. A chascun chapitre sont adiouxtez les 
Sommaires, contenants la matiere du dict chapitre, les Concordances, & aucunes apostilles aux marges 
Louuain : Par Bartholomy de Graue, Anthoine Marie Bergagne, & Iehan de Vvaen, 1550
[Call number BS230 1550]

This is the earliest French Bible at U of T and the only one from the 16th century. It is one of two officially authorized 
Catholic biblies from the sixteenth century Low Countries (the other one published in Douai), and includes the 
tion for the first time in a French Bible there are the Epistle and the preface of Saint Jerome. The Louvain Bible 
was founded on a commission by Charles V to the theological faculty of Louvain to produce French and Dutch 
translations of the Bible using original texts in Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek. The intention was to produce a text 
more correct than the Vulgate as part of the Counter-Reformation and church reform. Nicolas de Leuze translated 
this French edition published in 1550. There is no direct descendants of this version as it is not what came to be 
known as the authoritative Louvain Bible. Woodcuts depicting the Old and New Testament are found throughout 
the work.

JUNIUS, Hadrianus. Hadriani Iunii Hornani medici animadversoru[m] libri sex, omnigenae lectionis thesaurus, in 
quibus infiniti pene autorum loci corriguntur & declarantur, nunc primum & nati, & in lucem aediti. Eiusdem De 
Coma Commentarium quo haud scio an quicquam extet in eo genere uel eruditius uel locupletius, siue historiarum 
cognitionem, siue lectionis multifariae divitias spectes
Basel: [Michael Isengrin], 1556
[Call number PA6141 .A2 J8 1556]

This first edition contains two treaties by Dutch physician Hadrianus Junius (Adriaen de Jonghe). The first 
work, Animadversa, is a collection of philological annotations on classical literature presented in six books. 
The second, De Coma Commentarium is a commentary on hair dealing with regional costumes, cutting, styles, 
historical significance, health, and hygiene. This is the earliest text listed in the Katalog der Lipperheideschen 
Kostümbibliothek dealing with hair.



CRRS Publications: New Releases

ERASMUS, Desiderius
Epistole aliquot illustrium virorum ad Erasmum Roterodamum, & huius ad illos
Louvain: [Thierry Martens], October 1516
[Call number PA 8511.A22 1516 Erasmus Rare]

Complementing our Collection of Erasmus Letters from 1517, 1518, and 1519 we have recently acquired Erasmus’ 
First Collection of Letters from from 1516. Dating from October 11, 1514 to August 1516 this rare book documents 
Erasmus’ correspondence with prominent figures such as Pope Leo X, Thomas More, John Colet, and Cardinal 
Grimani. The book was printed by Thierry Martens (who would later print More’s Utopia) and contains a prefatory 
letter by Pieter Gillis not reproduced in any subsequent collections.

JUNIUS, Hadrianus. Nomenclator : omnium rerum propria nomina variis linguis explicata indicans : multo quàm 
antea emendatior ac locupletior. Tertia editio. 
Antverpiæ : Ex officina Christophori Plantini, 1583
[Call number PA2364 .J85 1583]

This dictionary of Latin words is extremely useful for interpreting renaissance humanist writing, since it provides 
sixteenth-century definitions for words used in classical Latin texts. This is a third edition of Plantin’s 1577 
printing, and includes translations in Greek and contemporary languages such as French, German, Spanish, 
Italian, Flemish, and English, as well as a table of authors used by Junius: Greek and Latin poets, ancient physicians 
and philosophers, historians, theologians and grammarians, as well as works of modern authors such as Alciatus, 
Politianus, Boccatius, Dante, Erasmus, etc. The Plantin archive records 2 500 copies were printed of this edition.

Willem van den Blocke: A Sculptor 
from the Low Countries in the 
Baltic Regions
Franciszek Skibinski
Early Modern Cultural Studies 

Premodern Teenager: Youth in 
Society 1150-1659
Konrad Eisenbichler
Essays and Studies
January 2002 (2018 reprint)

In the Sultan’s Realm
Eric Dursteler
Texts in Translation
June 2018

Representing Heresy in early 
modern France
Gabriella Scarlatta and Lidia Radi 
(eds.)
Essays and Studies
May 2017

Renaissance Encyclpaedism: Studies 
in Curiosity and Ambition
W. Scott Blanchard and Andrea 
Severi (eds.)
Essays and Studies
February 2018

The Art and Language of Power 
in Renaissance Florence; Essays 
for Alison Brown
Amy R. Bloch, Carolyn James 
and Camilla Russell (eds.)
Essays and Studies

Forthcoming
2019



event series and groups
CRRS Working Group: 
East-West Encounters in the Late Medieval & 
Early Modern World
This year’s working group is coordinated by Drs. Masoumeh Soleymani 
and Guita Lamsechi, and focuses on the encounters between Christian 
Europe and Islam which significantly influenced developments in 
European culture. Islamic writings on science, math, philosophy, and 
art were valued in particular as a medium for accessing the legacy 
of antiquity, and encounters with the east generated extensive travel 
literature and maps. Such topics are discussed in monthly meetings 
led by group members. For more info contact crrs@vicu.utoronto.ca.

Canada Milton Seminar
The Canada Research Chair Program, Centre for Reformation and 
Renaissance Studies and Department of English at the University of 
Toronto annually sponsor The Canada Milton Seminar, which offers 
a forum for scholars working not only on Milton but on early modern 
literature and culture in general to present their current research 
in collegial setting, and receive constructive feedback from other 
specialists in their field. The Canada Milton Seminar XIV will be held 
on 10-11 May 2019 at Victoria College. Speakers include Ian Balfour, 
Achsah Gubbory, Hannibal Hamlin, John Rogers, David Adkins, Sam 
Fallon, Lynne Greenberg, and Jan Purnis. For details and to register 
please visit crrs.ca/CMS2019

Early Modern Interdisciplinary Graduate 
Forum
The Early Modern Interdisciplinary Graduate Forum (EMIGF) is a 
monthly event hosted by the Centre for Reformation and Renaissance 
Studies (CRRS) at the University of Toronto. EMIGF is a platform for 
PhD candidates, post-docs, fellows, and recent graduates to deliver 
papers in an informal setting. Our mandate is to provide junior and 
emerging scholars with the opportunity to present work in progress, 
and to facilitate dialogue in a more casual setting, on current topics in 
early modern research across the disciplines.

Friday Workshops
The Friday Workshop series consists of talks usually given by local 
scholar early modern scholars presenting esearch in progress, and 
benefit from a lengthy interdisciplinary and critical discussion 
afterwards.

Experience & Expression in the Renaissance:
Exploring Early Modern Media
5th Annual Conference by The Association of Renaissance Students at the 
University of Toronto

15 March 2019
Victoria College
University of Toronto

Deadline for Proposals: 
15 January 2019

ars.utoronto@gmail.com 

Fellows Seminar
Thank you to Drs. Myron McShane and Rosalind Kerr for taking 
the initiative to organize the first CRRS Fellows Seminar Series. 
Over the course of the academic year a substantial group of fellows 
are meeting on a monthly basis to hear one of their colleagues 
present their research, followed by discussion and exchange of 
ideas. The series will continue over the winter term and culminate 
in a day-long colloquium in the late spring. All fellows welcome 
to join and present; please contact Rosalind Kerr (rkerr@ualberta.
ca) about the winter term, while Myron is away on a Fellowship at 
Brown University. Winter semester meeting dates are Jan 11, Feb 
8,  and March 8, from 2-4pm in Pratt Library room 304.

mailto:crrs%40vicu.utoronto.ca?subject=East-West%20Working%20Group%20inquiry
http://crrs.ca/CMS2019 
mailto:ars.utoronto%40gmail.com?subject=


Tuesday, March 12, 2019
Early Modern Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Forum 
Joan Tello (Philosophy);
Jordan Lobo-Pires (English)
Victoria University Common Room  
4:00 – 5:30 PM

Friday, March 15, 2019
Association of Renaissance Students 
Undergraduate Conference
CRRS Annual Conference
Private Dining Room; Victoria 
University Common Room 
9:00 AM – 6:00 PM

Saturday/Sunday, March 16-17, 2019
Digital Day of Learning; Renaissance 
Society of America (CRRS Sponsored 
Sessions)
Victoria College

Wednesday-Friday, March 20-22, 2019
CRRS Distinguished Visiting Scholar
Anne Goldgar (King’s College 
London)
March 20, Lecture 1
Arctic Passions: Selling Early Modern 
Arctic Disaster
Location TBD 
4:00 – 6:00 PM
March 21, Graduate & Faculty Seminar
Goldring Student Centre, 206 
4:00 – 6:00 PM
March 22, Lecture 2
Arctic Reason: Empiricism in the Early 
Modern Arctic
Emmanuel College, 119 
4:00 – 6:00 PM

Friday, March 29, 2019
Friday Workshop on Renaissance 
Stained Glass in the Netherlands
Isabelle Lecocq (Renaissance Society 
of America, CRRS Fellow) & Ellen 
Konowitz (SUNY, New Paltz)
Victoria University Common Room 
3:30 – 5:00 PM

Thursday, April 4, 2019
Early Modern Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Forum
Lindsay Sidders (History);
Sarah Reeser (Medieval Studies)
Victoria University Common Room  
4:00 – 5:30 PM
Year End Reception
Victoria University Common Room  
5:30 – 7:30 PM

Friday/Saturday, April 26-27, 2019
CRRS Colloquium
Rulers on Display: Tombs and Epitaphs 
of Princes and the Well-Born in 
Northern Europe 1470-1670
Emmanuel College, 302

Friday/Saturday, May 10-11, 2019
Canada Milton Seminar XIV
Victoria College

Tuesday, January 15, 2019
Early Modern Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Forum 
James Bonar (History);
Shaun Midanik (Art History)
Victoria University Common Room  
4:00 – 5:30 PM

Friday, January 25, 2018 
Friday Workshop
Paul Stevens (English, University of 
Toronto)
Henry V: Political Theology and the 
Pleasures of War
Victoria University Common Room 
3:30 – 5:00 PM

Friday, February 1, 2019
Friday Workshop
Stephen Rupp (Spanish & Portuguese, 
University of Toronto)
The Land and its Learning: Cervantes 
and Vergil’s Georgics
Victoria University Common Room 
3:30 – 5:00 PM

Tuesday, February 5, 2019
Early Modern Interdisciplinary 
Graduate Forum 
Noam Lior (Drama, Theatre & 
Performance Studies);
Julia Rombough (History)
Victoria University Common Room  
4:00 – 5:30 PM

Friday/Saturday, Februrary 8-9, 2019
Early Modern Songscapes
CRRS Annual Conference
Victoria College

Calendar of Events 
Winter-Spring 2019

During the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries princes and the nobility 
found tomb sculpture an effective means of refashioning their identity and 
promoting their interests in a rapidly changing society. Enormous funds 
were spent on these monuments, either by the occupants themselves or 
by their heirs, for whom the sepulchers became a generalized marker of 
family status. Epitaphs were also fashioned of words, penned in ink and 
published as well as engraved in stone.

Poetical tributes and eulogies to rulers gave them another type of public 
persona. This conference brings together nineteen scholars from Europe, 
the US and Toronto to discuss the agency of these creations in the social 
and political arena of Northern Europe and Iberia. The program seeks 
to complement and add new perspectives to previous scholarship on 
tombs and epitaphs, which has typically focused on the culture of death 
and remembrance, by concentrating  instead on their broader cultural 
signicance. For details visit crrs.ca/rulersondisplay

http://crrs.ca/rulersondisplay

