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Letter from the Director
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Dear Friends of the CRRS,

I extend a warm welcome to all
who have joined us—or plan to
join us—for any of our many
events at the Centre for
Reformation and Renaissance
Studies this year.
I want to express my gratitude
to Manuela Scarci
(Department of Italian
Studies), who has graciously
agreed to serve as Associate Director of the CRRS for the year. And I
am especially beholden to the Assistant to the Director, Natalie
Oeltjen, who administers the daily workings of the Centre and
answers many of our queries.
As many of you know, this academic year is the fiftieth anniversary
of our Centre. We were constituted on 26 May 1964 and have since
enjoyed a celebrated and privileged history in Victoria College. We
have welcomed such eminent guest speakers as Paul Oskar
Kristeller, Wallace K. Fergusson, Charles Trinkhaus, Anthony
Grafton, Terence Cave, Serge Gruzinski, and our own Natalie
Zemon Davis. Our publications—both our series The Other Voice in
Early Modern Europe and our Essays and Studies—have
significantly inflected academic discourse, and you can view their
latest publications in this newsletter. Our program in Renaissance
Studies has given undergraduates an interdisciplinary appreciation
of early modern history and culture. And our library continues to be
an important research instrument for local and international

scholars.
It is a pleasure to announce that our extensive holdings of rare
books—mostly from the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries—are
now accessible through our website. This resource includes our
impressive collection of early editions of the writings of Erasmus of
Rotterdam. To browse or search our collection, please visit our Rare
Books page.
We are proud that the Renaissance Society of America now offers
two one-month paid research grants to be taken at the CRRS. This
opportunity is made available to a small list of institutions in North
America, and the CRRS is the only centre to be awarded two such
grants. Funding of $3000 is provided for stays of one month ($4000
for scholars coming from outside North America). One grant is open
to scholars of all disciplines; the other is earmarked specifically for
art historians. For requirements and other details, see the notice at
the end of this newsletter or our website here.
This year we have again an exciting program. On October 2
Professor Kathy Eden of Columbia University delivered the Centre’s
50th Erasmus Lecture: “Facebook Avant la Lettre: Communicating
Renaissance Style.”
On October 24-25, 2014, the CRRS hosted a highly successful
workshop on “Theatres of Conversion: Early Modern Cities, Courts,
and Playhouses,” a project, led by Professor Paul Yachnin of McGill
University.
This spring, on March 18th and 19th, we welcome Distinguished
Visiting Scholar Professor Herman Roodenburg of the Free
University in Amsterdam and of the Meertens Institute for Folklore
(also in Amsterdam). Professor Roodenburg will lecture on an
aspect of his present research: the history of the emotions in the
early modern period.
On March 20-21, 2015, the Centre will hold its yearly international
conference: a colloquium on Netherlandish Sculpture of the
Sixteenth Century. Eighteen international scholars from different
disciplines will address the historical problems presented by the
medium of sculpture in the art and culture of the Low Countries.
We also have a full slate of Friday Workshops planned for the year.
And, finally, the Early Modern Interdisciplinary Graduate Forum
(EMIGF), organized by Tianna Uchacz (doctoral candidate, Art
History) and Colin Rose (doctoral candidate, English), is flourishing
in its third year. This CRRS enterprise brings together graduate
students, post-doctoral scholars, and early modern faculty across
campus each month for interdisciplinary conversation. You’ll find
the year’s schedule of events in this newsletter as well as
our website calendar.

Please join us for our New Year’s party this year on January 16,
2015, from 5:00-7:00pm in Alumni Hall, Old Victoria College.
We look forward to seeing you at CRRS activities this year. And as
always, we are grateful to you for your participation and support. As
you know, the Centre mounts its events and other enterprises on a
severely restricted budget. We therefore hope you will consider a
donation to the CRRS.
Let me close with renewed thanks for your support and best wishes
for this and the coming year.

Matt Kavaler
Interim Director

News
New: Browse the CRRS Rare Book collection on
our website!
The CRRS has recently created an online database of our rare book
holdings in Zotero, a free online/standalone bibliographic
management platform. Please visit our new Rare Books page to
explore our substantial collection.

F. David Hoeniger Donates Eleven Rare Books to
the CRRS
The CRRS would like to thank Professor F. David Hoeniger,
former Director of the Centre (1964-1969; 1975-1979), for his
generous donation of eleven rare books to the Centre’s collection last
year. Highlights include a 1582 Geneva Bible printed by
Christopher Barker, early editions of works by Galileo and Kepler,
two volumes of a seventeenth-century Plautus, and a 1506
compilation of works by Aristotle, Seneca, Plato and other ancient
authorities. The CRRS heartily thanks Professor Hoeniger for his
continuing support of our outstanding collection of early printed
books.

CRRS Welcomes New Corbet Undergraduate and
Robson Graduate Research Assistants
The CRRS is pleased to welcome to our library team Jessica
Farrell-Jobst, our new Corbet Undergraduate Assistant, and
Tianna Uchacz, our new Robson Graduate Assistant. Jessica, a
fourth-year student with a deep love for the Renaissance, joins us
from the History Department. Tianna is a Ph.D. Candidate in Art
History. Her dissertation, “Sensual Bodies and Artistic Prowess in
Netherlandish Painting ca. 1540-1570,” examines the themes, forms,
and narrative strategies of mid-sixteenth century Netherlandish
history painting, with a particular focus on the sensual nude. In the
autumn of 2011, she held a three-month research fellowship at
Utrecht University, and from 2009 to 2011 she was a guest

researcher at the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam. Tianna’s research
interests include the relationship between the visual and literary
arts in Netherlandish culture; the implications of artistic medium
for the design process, expressive potential, and perceived value of
artworks; and the impact of familial, personal, and professional
networks on artistic production.

A Farewell to CRRS Director Lynne Magnusson
The CRRS would like to wish a warm
farewell to Professor Lynne
Magnusson, who has served as the
Centre's Director since 2009. Prof.
Magnusson’s leadership has seen the
Centre blossom, and it is fitting that
the end of her term coincided with
our Rethinking Early Modernity
conference, which brought worldclass scholars to Toronto to forge new
paths in early modern studies.
Throughout her tenure as director,
Magnusson worked tirelessly to build
and strengthen our community of
early modernists, overseeing the
creation of the Early Modern
Interdisciplinary Graduate Forum (EMIGF) and instituting the
annual Celebration of Early Modern Studies, which has become a
highlight of the Centre’s activities. While we will miss the
enthusiasm and joy that she brought to the Centre, we wish her the
best of luck in her new position as Director of Graduate Studies in
the Department of English.
The CRRS would also like to welcome back former Associate
Director Professor Ethan Matt Kavaler as Interim Director of
the CRRS. Prof. Kavaler, from the Department of Art, was
Acting Director in 2012-2013 and we are very grateful for his
continued support of the Centre.

Two CRRS Publications Win Awards from the
Society for the Study of Early Modern Women
(SSEMW)
It is with great pleasure that we announce that two of our recent
publications have been awarded prizes by the Society for the Study
of Early Modern Women:
The 2014 SSEMW Award for Best
Translation was won by Emily C.
Francomano for her translated edition of
Three Spanish Querelle Texts: Grisel
and Mirabella, The Slander against
Women, and The Defense of Ladies
against Slanderers. A Bilingual Edition
and Study (The Other Voice in Early
Modern Europe: The Toronto Series, vol.
21).
“The committee particularly appreciated
how making the English translations of
these Spanish texts available will allow
scholars in other language traditions to understand the cultural and
literary context of these rich, influential texts, and to trace the ways

that they were adapted as they crossed linguistic and cultural
boundaries. And they appreciated how the complicated word play in
these works makes translating these kinds of texts a serious
challenge, one you met with grace and skill. The translations
preserve the style and syntax of the originals, yet remain admirably
clear. This edition will no doubt attract a wide and grateful
readership.” — SSEMW award committee.
The 2014 SSEMW Best Teaching
Edition in the Field of Gender and
Women’s Studies was won by Valerie
Worth-Stylianou for her translated
edition of François Rousset, Jean
Liebault, Jacques Guillemeau, Jacques
Duval and Louis de Serres’ Pregnancy
and Birth in Early Modern France:
Treatises by Caring Physicians and
Surgeons (1581-1625) (The Other Voice
in Early Modern Europe: The Toronto
Series, vol. 23).
“The committee particularly appreciated
the way this collection is framed to appeal to students of several
fields. Ample and well-judged footnotes clarify textual, cultural, and
historical context, and glossaries at the back cover medical
authorities, medical terms, and herbal remedies, while the
translation is clear and evocative of early modern French. This
collection should encourage a broad audience of students, scholars,
and curious readers to read these previously inaccessible works.” –
SSEMW award committee.

Three CRRS Associates are Made Fellows of the
Royal Society of Canada
Long-time CRRS associates, former directors Konrad
Eisenbichler (Italian Studies, Victoria College Faculty in
Renaissance Studies) and Lynne Magnusson (English), and
former associate director Nicholas Terpstra (History) were
recently named Fellows of the Royal Society of Canada. The society’s
mission is to recognize scholarly, research, and artistic excellence, to
advise governments and organizations, and to promote a culture of
knowledge and innovation in Canada. Membership in the RSC,
which comprises the Academies of Arts, Humanities, and Sciences
of Canada, is one of the highest honours a researcher can achieve.

Congratulations to Sarah Rolfe Prodan, Scott
Schoefield, and Timothy Harrison
CRRS Fellow Sarah Rolfe Prodan was awarded the Modern
Language Association’s Aldo and Jeanne Scaglione Publication
Award for a Manuscript in Italian Literary Studies for her
manuscript Michelangelo’s Christian Mysticism: Spirituality,
Poetry, and Art in Sixteenth-Century Italy (Cambridge University
Press, 2014).
This fall, past CRRS Graduate Fellow and rare book advisor Scott
Schofield began as Assistant Professor of English at the University
of Western Ontario’s Huron College. Former Graduate Fellow

Timothy Harrison also began an assistant professorship in
English, at the University of Chicago.

Upcoming Events
Friday, November 7, 2014

Friday Workshop: Grégoire Holtz (French)
"A Tricky Classic: The Life of Appollonius of Tyana between
History, Philosophy, and Magic.”
Northrop Frye Room 113, 3:30 – 5:00 PM

Tuesday, November 25, 2014

Early Modern Interdisciplinary Graduate Forum
Bronwyn Johnston (English, CRRS Fellow), "The Art of Talking
Heads: Animals and Demonology in Friar Bacon and Friar
Bungay" ;
Rachel Stapleton (Comparative Literature), "Fervor and Fever
in the Writings of Luisa de Carvajal y Mendoza."
Burwash Senior Common Room, 4:00 – 5:30 PM

Friday, November 28, 2014

Friday Workshop: Elizabeth Ferguson (History)
“Beyond Devotion: Printed Texts and the Religious Politics of the
English Catholic Community.”
Northrop Frye Room 113, 3:30 – 5:00 PM

Friday, January 16, 2015

Friday Workshop: Joseph Hammond
(CRRS Fellow)
“Problems of Portraiture: Some Venetian Examples”
Northrop Frye Room 205, 3:30 – 5:00 PM

Friday, January 16, 2015

CRRS Welcomes 2015!
Please come and celebrate the new year with CRRS
Alumni Hall, Old Victoria College, 5:00 – 7:00 PM

Tuesday, January 27, 2015

Early Modern Interdisciplinary Graduate Forum
Meredith Donaldson Clark (Post-Doctoral Fellow, English);
Elizabeth Klaiber (Religious Studies; Book History & Print
Culture)

Burwash Senior Common Room, 4:00 – 5:30 PM

Friday, February 6, 2015

Friday Workshop: David Lawrence (History)
"Martial Performance in Early Stuart London: Merchant-Soldiers
and the Lord Mayor's Show."
Northrop Frye Room 205, 3:30 – 5:00 PM

Monday, February 23, 2015

Women in Early Modern Medical Science:
Professional Practice and Social Boundaries
Sharon Strocchia (Emory University),
"'Secrets' in the Convent: Nuns, Medical Cures, and Scientific
Culture in Late Renaissance Italy",
Tamar Herzig (Tel Aviv University), "Jews, Nuns, and Demonic
Possession in Late Renaissance Northern Italy", and
John Christopoulos (York University), "Midwives In and Out of
Court in Late Renaissance Rome"
Comment: Elizabeth Smyth, University of Toronto
Chair: Nicholas Terpstra, University of Toronto
Cosponsored by the CRRS and TRRC and supported by the Department of
History, University of Toronto
Alumni Hall, Old Victoria College, 3:00 – 5:00 PM

Thursday, February 26, 2015

Early Modern Interdisciplinary Graduate Forum
Colin Murray (Art History);
Helen Dewar (Post-Doctoral Fellow, Centre for the Study of France
and the Francophone World)
Burwash Senior Common Room, 4:00 – 5:30 PM

Friday, March 6, 2015

Friday Workshop: Mark Meyerson (History)
“Living with Fear: Christians and Muslims in the Kingdom of
Valencia.”
Northrop Frye Room 205, 3:30 – 5:00 PM

Thursday, March 12, 2015

Early Modern Interdisciplinary Graduate Forum
Colin Rose (History);

Chris Pugh (English; Book History & Print Culture)
Burwash Senior Common Room, 4:00 – 5:30 PM

Tuesday-Wednesday, March 17-18, 2015

CRRS Distinguished Visiting Scholar:
Herman Roodenburg
(VU University, Amsterdam)
Lecture (March 17): "‘Pathopoeia’ from Bouts to Rembrandt:
How to Work the Believers’ Emotions through the Senses"
Alumni Hall, Old Victoria College, 4:00 – 6:00 pm

Seminar (March 18): "The Crying Dutchman:
Or How to Craft the Tears of Believers in the Seventeenth
Century"
Regent's Room, Goldring Student Centre 206, 4:00-6:00pm

Friday-Saturday, March 21-22, 2015

Netherlandish Sculpture Colloquium
Sidney Smith Hall, Room 2098, 8:00 - 5:00 pm

Monday, April 7, 2015

Early Modern Interdisciplinary Graduate Forum
Lindsay Sidders (History);
Joanna Ludwikowska (CRRS Fellow; English at Poznan
University)
Burwash Senior Common Room, 4:00 – 5:30 PM

Friday-Saturday, May 22-23, 2015

Canada Milton Seminar X
Brian Cummings (University of York),
"Sympathy in Milton",
Stephen Fallon (Notre Dame University), "Milton, Newton, and
the Implications of Arianism",
Deidre Shauna Lynch (Harvard University/University of
Toronto), “When a Free People Pays its Debts: Milton and Grateful
Reading, 1774-1784”,
Feisal Mohamed (University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana):
"Milton's Tacitist Sovereignty"
Other speakers include:
Ken Borris (McGill), Brooke Conti (SUNY Brockport), Mary C.
Fenton (Western Carolina), and Timothy Harrison (Chicago)

Alumni Hall, Old Victoria College, 93 Charles St. West

Recent Events
Theatres of Conversion: Early Modern Cities,
Courts and Playhouses
Friday-Saturday, October 24-25, 2014
CRRS co-sponsored this intimate workshop as a proud partner of
the Early Modern Conversions project, led by McGill
University’s Institute for the Public Life of Arts and Ideas (IPLAI).
The five-year project is devoted to developing an historical
understanding of conversion that will enlighten modern debates
about corporeal, sexual, psychological, political, and spiritual kinds
of transformation. Please visit the workshop’s dedicated webpage
for the schedule and participants’ biographies.

Friday Workshop: Ethan Matt Kavaler (CRRS
Interim Director, Department of Art)
Friday, October 17, 2014
Professor Kavaler's engaging workshop, "Power and Performance:
The Bruges Mantelpiece to Charles V," explored how political art
works, and sculpture in particular, were able to mediate between
rival interests, and enhance the power and presence of rulers while,
at the same time, buttressing the competing rights and privileges of
their subjects.

50th Annual Erasmus Lecture
Thursday, October 1, 2014
CRRS welcomed as its 50th annual Erasmus Speaker, Kathy
Eden, Chavkin Family Professor of English Literature and Professor
of Classics at Columbia University. Her most recent
publication, The Renaissance Rediscovery of Intimacy and other
works on renaissance humanism and the classical tradition have
deeply influenced a number of U of T graduate students who had
the opportunity to discuss their work with with her while she was
here. In her lecture, "Facebook Avant La Lettre: Communicating
Renaissance Style," Professor Eden discussed Renaissance theories
regarding the development of personal rhetorical style, arguing that
authors such as Erasmus and Montaigne draw a parallel between
the distinctiveness of each human face, coupled with its ability to
reveal character, and the similar properties possessed by an
individual’s manner of speech.

2014 William R. Bowen Concert
Tuesday, September 30, 2014

The CRRS was pleased to host the annual William R. Bowen concert
this year in the Old Victoria Chapel. Prominent Toronto tenor
Lawrence Wiliford delivered a stunning vocal performance of
poems by John Donne and his contemporaries, accompanied by
lutenist Lucas Harris of Tafelmusik, and by pianist Steven Philcox of
the Canadian Opera Company and the University of Toronto's
Faculty of Music. The final piece was a world premiere of Donne's
"The Sun Rising" composed by Erik Ross for Wiliford and
accompanied by Philcox.

Rethinking Early Modernity Conference
June 25 to 27, 2014
This summer the CRRS celebrated its fiftieth anniversary with a
conference in honour of Edward Muir. Muir’s ground-breaking
work on Venetian politics and culture helped to establish cultural
anthropology and ritual as major analytical frameworks. The
conference was an immense success, drawing 150 attendees from all
over the world, including China, Slovenia, Spain, Italy, Scotland,
France, Germany, the United States, and Canada. Speakers
included many of the most innovative and respected scholars of the
early modern period, including Natalie Zemon Davis, Albert Russell
Ascoli, Patricia Fortini Brown, Paul Grendler, James Hankins,
Susan Karant-Nunn, Thomas Laqueur, Regina Schwartz, and Ethan
Shagan. Our many thanks to Mark Jurdjevic and Rolf Strom-Olsen
for their skillful organization of this highly successful event.

Canada Milton Seminar IX
May 9-10, 2014
Our ninth Canada Milton Seminar, held at Old Vic on 9-10 May
2014, was yet another outstanding success. Almost a hundred
scholars, professors, and students from United Kingdom, United
States, and Canada attended. The sense of occasion was accentuated
by the Foyer of Old Vic being splendidly rigged out as a set for an
Edgar Alan Poe movie. The legendary Stanley Fish (Florida
International) did not disappoint: his provocative paper on
interpretation and the fallacies of digital humanities was only
matched by his moving praise for the uplifting paper of Jason
Rosenblatt (Georgetown) comparing the imaginations of Milton and
his friend, the polymath John Selden. Ann Coiro (Rutgers)
reminded us forcefully of Milton’s debts to contemporary music and
drama and Johann Sommerville (Wisconsin) subjected Milton’s
reputation as a coherent political theorist to a withering critique.
Shorter papers were given by Gary Kuchar (UVic), Noel Sugimura
(Georgetown), Travis De Cook (Carleton), and Elizabeth Hodgson
(UBC). The Seminar is the success it is in no small part because of
the knowledgeable and generous-spirited questions and comments
of its brilliant audience, some of the best seventeenth-century
scholars in the world. Not even the spontaneous eruption of the
audience into a chorus of “Happy Birthday” for the Seminar’s
coordinator (turning 40 is no easy matter) could undermine the
sage and serious atmosphere! (- Paul Stevens FRSC, CRRS and
Department of English)

Recent Publications

Essay and Studies series:
Creating Women. Representation, SelfRepresentation, and Agency in the Renaissance
Edited by Manuela Scarci
205 pp / Softcover / October 2013 / ISBN 9780-7727-2146-4 / $29.95

This interdisciplinary and diverse
collection of articles stems from a
conference that centred on the idea of
creating women. The verbal adjective in
the title was meant to signal a dual
meaning: women create and women are
created by others. What did they create?
What was their sense of themselves?
How were their identities created in the early modern era? The
purpose of the articles gathered here is to explore the fashioning of
feminine identity, the social and psychological construct of woman
in the early modern age, both from their own perspective and that
of others. As in the case of most collaborative projects of this nature,
the volume is eclectic and spans, across several centuries, the
boundaries of disciplines and theoretical approaches, but the essays
are bound together by their common search to define paradigms of
femininity in the early modern period.

Neo-Latin and the
Humanities: Essays in
Honour of Charles E.
Fantazzi
Edited by Luc Deitz, Timothy
Kircher, and Jonathan Reid
289pp / Softcover / February 2014 / ISBN 9780-7727-2158-7 / $34.95

In their range and breadth, the essays in
this collection illustrate the cultural force of Neo-Latin in Early
Modern Europe. Neo-Latin was a vehicle for the translation of other
languages; it united people across boundaries of ethnicity and
nation; it carried with it the legacy of classical Latinity; it provided
insight into religious doctrine; it shaped the development of early
modern vernaculars; and, not least, it offered both style and
substance to the evolving practice of Renaissance literary and
textual criticism. To the degree that the humanities recognize their
roots in the fifteenth-century studia humanitatis – the fields of

grammar, rhetoric, history, poetry, and moral philosophy – they are
also conscious of how these fields flourish in the domain of Latin
culture.

Friendship and Sociability in
Premodern Europe:
Contexts, Concepts, and
Expressions
Edited by Amyrose McCue Gill and
Sarah Rolfe Prodan
318pp / Softcover / July 2014 / ISBN 978-07727-2170-9 / $39.95

Friendship and Sociability in
Premodern Europe explores ideas and
instances of friendship in premodern
Europe through a series of investigations into amity in discrete
social and cultural contexts related to some of the most salient
moments and expressions of European history and civilization: the
courtly love tradition, Renaissance humanism; the spread of
syphilis; the Reformation, the Counter-Reformation (and the
attendant confessionalization and wars of religion); Jesuit missions;
the colonization of America; and, lastly, expanding trade patterns in
the Age of Discovery. The essays progress thematically as well as
logically with the goal of providing a panoramic view of friendship
and sociability in premodern Europe rather than a comprehensive
history or unified theory of premodern friendship. Each paper
presents an element of novelty – a revised or adapted concept,
tradition, or strategy of social and interpersonal relating in the
premodern world.

The Other Voice in Early Modern Europe,
the Toronto Series:
Poems, Emblems, and the
Unfortunate Florinda,
Lady Hester Pulter
Edited by Alice Eardley
420 pp / Softcover / May 2014 / 978-0-77272164-8/ $45.95

Written during the 1640s, 50s, and 60s,
Lady Hester Pulter’s Poems, Emblems,
and The Unfortunate
Florinda addresses some of the most
pressing issues confronting early

modern England, including the political turmoil of the English Civil
Wars, new developments in scientific enquiry, and the social status
of women. The intensely emotional and confessional style of her
occasional and devotional poetry is particularly unusual for its time,
addressing issues such as childbirth, isolation, and mental and
physical illness. Her emblem poems are the first known series of
original emblems by an Englishwoman, and “The Unfortunate
Florinda,” which features a cast of characters from North Africa, is
one of the first English versions of the fashionable French romances
of the period. Previously unknown to a wider readership, these
recently discovered works shed new light both on the inner lives of
early modern women and on seventeenth-century literary culture in
general. This annotated edition modernizes spelling and
punctuation, making a lively and engaging body of work easy to read
and accessible.

L’Honnete Femme, Jacques
Du Bosc
Edited and translated by Sharon
Diane Nell and Aurora Wolfgang
350 pp / Softcover / June 2014 / 978-0-77272160-0 / $39.95

This edition offers a translation of two
works by the seventeenth-century
French Franciscan, Jacques Du Bosc:
selected passages from L’Honneste
femme (1632-36) and the entirety
of Nouveau recueil des lettres de dames de ce temps (1635). Both
of these texts articulate the theory and practice of the emerging
ideal of honnêteté for women. To Du Bosc’s way of thinking,
the honnête or “respectable” woman’s role in society is not only that
of mother and wife; she is primarily a member of a social elite
who embodies the art of pleasing through her politeness, urbanity,
and conversation.

Complete Poems. A Bilingual
Edition, Veronica Gambara
Critical introduction by Molly M.
Martin. Edited and translated by
Molly M. Martin and Paola Ugolini
182 pp / Softcover / June 2014 / 978-0-77272168-6 / $27.95

Veronica Gambara (1485-1550) was one
of the most celebrated lyric poets of early
sixteenth-century Italy. Equally
significant to Gambara’s literary repute
was her political standing as the
dowager Countess of Correggio – a role
she assumed upon her husband’s death
in 1519 and held to the end or her life.
Gambara’s early amorous poetry in the
Petrarchan style led her to be hailed by
Pietro Bembo as “the voice […] that
honors Brescia,” while the poetry she composed throughout her
governing years was deeply engaged in the political discourses of
her time. Though she never published a collected edition of her
poetry, Gambara produced an extensive oeuvre of vernacular verse
that has been extensively anthologized. This book presents the first
complete bilingual edition of Gambara’s verse, with critical notes
that illuminate her sophisticated literary interplay with the
Petrarchan and Classical traditions. The critical introduction sheds
light on the unique interrelationship between Gambara’s cultural
currency and her political power, as she drew on her literary talent
to participate in the political arena to emerge as one of the first
women poet-rulers of the Early Modern Italian tradition.

Tales and Trials of Love. A
Bilingual Edition and Study,
Jeanne Flore
Edited and translated by Kelly
Digby Peebles. Poems translated
by Marta Rijn Finch
342 pp / Softcover / August 2014 / 978-0-77272166-2 / $39.95

In Tales and Trials of Love, Jeanne
Flore (whose identity remains a
mystery) depicts an ideal notion of love
as a mutually beneficial relationship upheld in a world governed by
Venus and Cupid. Jeanne Flore urges her readers—and the
characters within the tales—to aspire to achieve and vindicate their
right to attain mutual love. These seven tales illustrate various
obstacles to that ideal and the consequences of denouncing Cupid’s
sovereignty. This first bilingual edition situates these tales within
the vibrant cultural context of Renaissance Lyon and demonstrates
how they respond to contemporary literary conversations, including
the querelle des Amyes, works that considered the role of love in a
woman’s life, and Christian humanism, an early movement to
reform the Catholic Church from within.

Conference Proposals
Call for Proposals: CRRS Annual Conference,
2015-2016
The Centre for Reformation and Renaissance Studies invites
proposals for its annual conference to be held in the academic year
of 2015-2016.
Format: as an alternative to the typical presentation of papers
before an audience, the suggested format for this conference
(desired but not required) is to pre-circulate papers in draft form
and to allow considerable time for discussion. Presentations will
naturally take this into account.
Preference is for proposals of an interdisciplinary nature, on topical
issues in Renaissance or early modern culture. Proposals that
favour individual disciplines will also be considered.
The successful candidate will be the primary organizer, under the
auspices of CRRS; she or he will be responsible for soliciting and
selecting the papers and assembling panels, as well as fundraising.
The CRRS will provide venue(s), audiovisual equipment, logistical
and limited administrative support.
Application: Please submit a one-page proposal and curriculum
vitae with some ideas for potential speakers to
crrs@vicu.utoronto.ca by December 1, 2014.
For more information contact Natalie Oeltjen at
crrs@vicu.utoronto.ca or 416-585-4484.

Call for Proposals: CRRS Panels at
the 2016 RSA, Boston
The CRRS invites proposals for conference panel(s) to be held at the
Annual Meeting of the Renaissance Society of America in 2016.
The Centre annually hosts up to five sessions at the RSA, and seeks a
particular critical theme that brings together some or all of these
sessions. Topics that lend themselves to interdisciplinary treatment
will be preferred but proposals form all disciplines will be
considered.
The organizer will be responsible for soliciting and selecting the
papers for their panels.

Application: Please submit a one-page proposal and curriculum
vitae to crrs@vicu.utoronto.ca by 1 December 2014.
For more information contact Natalie Oeltjen at
crrs@vicu.utoronto.ca or 416-585-4484.

RSA-CRRS Fellowships
The Renaissance Society of America (RSA) administers two visiting
fellowships that provide support for one month in residence at the
Centre for Reformation and Renaissance Studies (CRRS):
1. The RSA-CRRS Residential Grant (all disciplines)
2. The RSA-CRRS Samuel H. Kress Foundation
Grant in Renaissance Art History
These fellowships of $3,000 ($4,000 for fellows travelling from
outside North America) will provide for one month of full-time
research in the CRRS collections at Victoria University in the
University of Toronto and at other research libraries in
the University of Toronto library system, which ranks third in North
America.
Younger and senior scholars (with PhD in hand at time of
application) working in any discipline of early modern studies are
welcome to apply.
There are approximately eighty full-time faculty at the University of
Toronto who study aspects of early modern culture in a wide variety
of disciplines.
With regards to the RSA-CRRS Samuel H. Kress Foundation Grant
in Renaissance Art History, potential applicants be pleased to note
that the Department of Art at the University of Toronto has five fulltime professors actively researching early modern art and
architectural history, and that the art historical collections of the
library system are appropriately extensive.
To apply for one of these fellowships, please follow the
links at the top of the page to the RSA’s website.
Deadline: 1 December 2014
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